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§ 40.409 What does the issuance of a 
PIE mean to transportation employ-
ers? 

(a) As an employer, you are deemed 
to have notice of the issuance of a PIE 
when it appears on the List mentioned 
in § 40.401(a) or the notice of the PIE 
appears in the FEDERAL REGISTER as 
provided in § 40.401(d). You should 
check this List to ensure that any 
service agents you are using or plan-
ning to use are not subject to a PIE. 

(b) As an employer who is using a 
service agent concerning whom a PIE 
is issued, you must stop using the serv-
ices of the service agent no later than 
90 days after the Department has pub-
lished the decision in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER or posted it on its web site. 
You may apply to the ODAPC Director 
for an extension of 30 days if you dem-
onstrate that you cannot find a sub-
stitute service agent within 90 days. 

(c) Except during the period provided 
in paragraph (b) of this section, you 
must not, as an employer, use the serv-
ices of a service agent that are covered 
by a PIE that the Director has issued 
under this subpart. If you do so, you 
are in violation of the Department’s 
regulations and subject to applicable 
DOT agency sanctions (e.g., civil pen-
alties, withholding of Federal financial 
assistance). 

(d) You also must not obtain drug or 
alcohol testing services through a con-
tractor or affiliate of the service agent 
to whom the PIE applies.

Example to Paragraph (d): Service Agent R 
was subject to a PIE with respect to SAP 
services. As an employer, not only must you 
not use R’s own SAP services, but you also 
must not use SAP services you arrange 
through R, such as services provided by a 
subcontractor or affiliate of R or a person or 
organization that receives financial gain 
from its relationship with R.

(e) This section’s prohibition on 
using the services of a service agent 
concerning which the Director has 
issued a PIE applies to employers in all 
industries subject to DOT drug and al-
cohol testing regulations.

Example to Paragraph (e): The initiating of-
ficial for a PIE was the FAA drug and alco-
hol program manager, and the conduct form-
ing the basis of the PIE pertained to the 
aviation industry. As a motor carrier, tran-
sit authority, pipeline, railroad, or maritime 

employer, you are also prohibited from using 
the services of the service agent involved in 
connection with the DOT drug and alcohol 
testing program.

(f) The issuance of a PIE does not re-
sult in the cancellation of drug or alco-
hol tests conducted using the service 
agent involved before the issuance of 
the Director’s decision or up to 90 days 
following its publication in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER or posting on the De-
partment’s web site, unless otherwise 
specified in the Director’s PIE decision 
or the Director grants an extension as 
provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion.

Example to Paragraph (f): The Department 
issues a PIE concerning Service Agent N on 
September 1. All tests conducted using N’s 
services before September 1, and through No-
vember 30, are valid for all purposes under 
DOT drug and alcohol testing regulations, 
assuming they meet all other regulatory re-
quirements.

§ 40.411 What is the role of the DOT In-
spector General’s office? 

(a) Any person may bring concerns 
about waste, fraud, or abuse on the 
part of a service agent to the attention 
of the DOT Office of Inspector General. 

(b) In appropriate cases, the Office of 
Inspector General may pursue criminal 
or civil remedies against a service 
agent. 

(c) The Office of Inspector General 
may provide factual information to 
other DOT officials for use in a PIE 
proceeding.

§ 40.413 How are notices sent to serv-
ice agents? 

(a) If you are a service agent, DOT 
sends notices to you, including correc-
tion notices, notices of proposed exclu-
sion, decision notices, and other no-
tices, in any of the ways mentioned in 
paragraph (b) or (c) of this section. 

(b) DOT may send a notice to you, 
your identified counsel, your agent for 
service of process, or any of your part-
ners, officers, directors, owners, or 
joint venturers to the last known 
street address, fax number, or e-mail 
address. DOT deems the notice to have 
been received by you if sent to any of 
these persons. 

(c) DOT considers notices to be re-
ceived by you— 
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